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PERFECTING THE TEST 
CBSE’s plan for Class 10 and 12 assessments should incorporate needs of stressed schools  

Preparing for an uncertain academic year ahead during the pandemic, the Central Board of 

Secondary Education has decided on an assessment scheme for Classes 10 and 12 for 2021-22 under 

various scenarios, including the possibility that Board examinations can be conducted, should 

circumstances improve. The year gone by was extremely challenging for all Boards, and the CBSE had to 

hastily come up with a scheme to assess candidates in Class 12. It became clear that even with its high 

emphasis of academics, there was considerable deprivation for some students, and not all got the 

opportunity to complete their syllabus or attend online classes even in the national capital. The wide 

coverage of the Board, as of 2019, includes 1,138 Kendriya Vidyalayas, 2,727 government schools, 17,553 

independent schools, 598 Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas and 14 Central Tibetan schools, and schools 

abroad. The diversity of students and their varied backgrounds was apparently reckoned to some degree 

while drafting the scheme for the coming year, which includes a mix of internal assessments for Classes 9-

10 and 11-12, and term examinations in November-December and in March-April 2022. There will be a 

rationalised, compartmentalised syllabus split into two halves for each term. The scheme, which has the 

benefit of advance planning unlike the past year, must be responsive to the issues faced by all institutions 

in remote locations and the deprivation faced by less privileged students. 

The CBSE’s special scheme relies on syllabus rationalisation done through expert evaluation of 

interconnectivity of subjects, and a centralised protocol of question papers and marking scheme for the 

term examinations. In the case of term I, it will be a multiple-choice question (MCQ) type test stretching 

over 90 minutes, with machine-readable optical marking, and for term II, a short-and-long-answers model, 

if circumstances permit. Efficient as it may sound, the multiple-choice model is critiqued by some as 

inferior, with sometimes irrelevant and meaningless questions that add up to little in terms of 

assessment, helping only the marking process. An adjunct to the MCQ pattern could be a decentralised 

process, empowering regional CBSE units and external experts to consider the state of particular districts 

and come up with assessments tailored to specific situations. At the same time, the Board has done well 

to plan for different scenarios that could be imposed by the pandemic, where either of the term 

examinations or both cannot be held, or the second term has to be converted into the MCQ type. The 

fallback option in the worst-case scenario is a combination of internal assessments, practical and project 

work and theory examinations taken at home. The extreme uncertainty underscores the need to take 

online lessons to all classes of students, and factor in schools with special needs.  

 

 perfect (verb) – improve, fine-tune, make 

perfect, make as good as possible. 

 The Central Board of Secondary Education 

(CBSE) (noun) – Formed in 1962, it is a 

national level board of education in India for 

public and private schools, controlled and 

managed by the Union Government of India. 

It envisions a robust, vibrant, and holistic 

school education that will engender (cause) 

excellence in every sphere of human 

endeavour. 

 assessment (noun) – evaluation, appraisal. 

 incorporate (verb) – combine, join, integrate. 

 stressed (adjective) – anxious, worried, tense, 

upset, distressed, pressurized, burdened.  

 uncertain (adjective) – unknown, unsettled, 

unresolved, unpredictable. 

 academic (noun) – scholar, educator, 

instructor. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 scenario (noun) – course of events; setting, 

situation, context. 

 go by (phrasal verb) – to move past (in time). 
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 possibility (noun) – chance, likelihood, 

probability, prospect, hope. 

 circumstances (noun) – situation, condition, 

context. 

 hastily (adverb) – swiftly, rapidly, quickly. 

 come up with (phrasal verb) – produce, put 

forward, present/submit. 

 emphasis (noun) – importance, significance; 

priority, insistence. 

 academics (noun) – subjects, courses. 

 considerable (adjective) – substantial, 

appreciable, significant, much. 

 deprivation (noun) – privation, hardship, 

destitution, neediness, distress. 

 Kendriya Vidyalaya (noun) – It is a system of 

central government schools in India that have 

been instituted under the aegis of the 

Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(MHRD) and came into being in 1963 under 

the name Central Schools. Later, the name 

was changed to Kendriya Vidyalaya. It is a 

non-profit organisation. Its schools are all 

affiliated to the Central Board of Secondary 

Education (CBSE). 

 Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya (noun) – The 

National Policy on Education-1986 envisaged 

setting up of residential schools, to be called 

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas, that would 

bring out the best of rural talent. Their vision 

is to provide good quality modern education-

including a strong component of culture, 

inculcation of values, awareness of the 

environment, adventure activities and 

physical education- to the talented children 

predominantly from the rural areas without 

regard to their family’s socio-economic 

conditions. 

 Central Tibetan School Administration 

(CTSA) (noun) – CTSA was established in 1961 

with the objective to establish, manage and 

assist schools in India for the education of 

Tibetan Children living in India while 

preserving and promoting their culture and 

heritage. 

 background (noun) – social/family 

circumstances. 

 abroad (adverb) – in a foreign country. 

 diversity (noun) – the state/condition of 

having many different types of something; 

variety, variation, difference, range. 

 apparently (adverb) – seemingly, evidently, it 

appears that; supposedly. 

 reckon to/on (phrasal verb) – have a 

particular view or opinion of. 

 degree (noun) – level, extent. 

 mix (noun) – combination. 

 rationalised (adjective) – reorganized, 

simplified, streamlined, honed; making more 

efficient. 

 compartmentalized (adjective) – categorized, 

sectionalized. 

 split (verb) – divide, bifurcate. 

 halves (plural noun) – (either of) two equal 

parts. 

 term (noun) – semester. 

 responsive (adjective) – amenable, flexible, 

accessible, approachable. 

 privileged (adjective) – wealthy, rich, 

affluent, prosperous. 

 less privileged (adjective) – underprivileged, 

poor, destitute, impoverished, poverty-

stricken. 

 rely on (phrasal verb) – depend on; resort to, 

have recourse to. 

 rationalisation (noun) – systematisation, 

formalisation. 

 centralised (adjective) – controlled by a single 

authority. 

 protocol (noun) – procedure, method, 

system.  

 stretch (verb) – extend, continue (over a 

period of time). 

 critique (verb) – criticize; evaluate, 

investigate (in a detailed way). 

 inferior (adjective) – substandard, low-

quality, low-grade. 

 irrelevant (adjective) – immaterial, unrelated, 

not germane, unimportant/insignificant. 

 add up to (phrase) – amount to, make, equal, 

be equal to, be equivalent to. 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 

regarding/concerning, in connection with. 
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 sound (verb) – appear, look, seem. 

 adjunct (noun) – supplement, addition, 

complement, extra. 

 decentralised (adjective) – relating to the 

transfer of the power/control of a 

department/government from a single place 

to other locations. 

 empower (verb) – authorize, entitle, permit, 

allow. 

 tailor (verb) – customize, adapt, adjust, 

modify, change. 

 impose (verb) – force, thrust, inflict (an 

unwelcome decision/ruling). 

 fallback (noun) – alternative, substitute, 

backup (plan). 

 worst-case scenario (noun) – the most 

serious or severe possible thing 

(environment, circumstances or outcome) 

that could happen in any given situation. 

 uncertainty (noun) – unpredictability, 

unreliability, riskiness/precariousness. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 factor in (phrasal verb) – take something into 

account. 

************************************************************************************ 

THE SURGE 
The Taliban should not be allowed to take control of Afghanistan through bloodshed 

The rapid territorial gains made by the Taliban over the last two months should worry both the 

Afghan government and the regional powers who are invested in the country’s long-term stability. The 

Taliban started their latest offensive on May 1, the day the remaining U.S. troops started withdrawing as 

part of President Joe Biden’s plan. With 90% of U.S. withdrawal complete, the Taliban have taken control 

of 195 of Afghanistan’s 407 districts, and are contesting 129 others. Most of their recent victories are in 

the northern provinces of Badakhshan and Takhar, which had resisted Taliban rule in the 1990s. In several 

northern districts, Afghan troops have either surrendered or retreated. If the north, home to 

Afghanistan’s elite power brokers and leaders, is lost, the risk of a total collapse of the government in 

Kabul would increase. The government still controls most of the provincial capitals and cities but are 

practically surrounded by the Taliban. Given the pace of the Taliban’s advancement in the countryside, it 

is possible they could launch an offensive to take the population centres once the foreign troops are out. 

The Taliban’s strategy is still not clear. Their political office in Doha, which started peace talks with 

Afghan government representatives in September 2020, continues to say they are committed to the 

dialogue. But on the battlefield in Afghanistan, they continue a relentless campaign aimed at capturing 

more territories. Part of the problem was the total abdication of leadership and responsibility by the U.S., 

which invaded Afghanistan 20 years ago. When direct talks between the U.S. and the Taliban began, the 

U.S.’s focus was not on finding a peaceful settlement to the crisis that it partly created, but on exiting the 

war. Therefore, instead of putting pressure on the Taliban to extract concessions, the U.S. struck a deal 

with them, completely ignoring the concerns of Kabul. Now, the Taliban are much more powerful on the 

ground and even if the peace process is revived after American pullout, they would negotiate from a 

position of strength. But that should not stop Kabul and regional powers China, Russia, Iran, Pakistan and 

India from seeking a political settlement. A violent takeover of the country by the Taliban, like in 1996, 

would not serve anybody’s interests. The Taliban would also not find international legitimacy if they 

capture Kabul through bloodshed. Afghan’s past experiences suggest that one-party regimes — the 

communist regime, Mujahideen or the Taliban — failed to stabilise the country or sustain themselves in 

the long term. Now that the invading troops are exiting Afghanistan, the warring parties’ focus should 

shift towards settlement and building lasting structures of power. Else, Afghanistan would fall into 

another cycle of violence. 
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 surge (noun) – sudden increase or rise of 

something. 

 take control of (phrase) – to gain/assume the 

authority to manage or influence 

someone/something. 

 bloodshed (noun) – killing, carnage, 

massacre. 

 territorial (adjective) – relating to a particular 

territory (area/region). 

 invest in (verb) – vest in, confer on, bestow 

on, grant to, entrust to (a right/power). 

 offensive (noun) – attack, military campaign, 

act of war/aggression. 

 withdrawal (noun) – retreat, departure, 

ending, disengagement. 

 contest (verb) – fight in, battle in. 

 province (noun) – territory, region, state (of a 

country). 

 surrender (verb) – capitulate, give in, yield, 

concede, back down; give up, relinquish, 

renounce, forgo. 

 retreat (verb) – withdraw, retire, draw back, 

pull back, pull out. 

 elite (noun) – high society people; the group 

of most powerful people in a society; best. 

 power broker (noun) – an influential/ 

powerful person. 

 provincial (adjective) – regional, territorial. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 advancement (noun) – expansion, progress; 

development, improvement. 

 countryside (noun) – a rural district, a rural 

area. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 

achieve a more expansive set of political, 

economic, and security interests). 

 dialogue (noun) – discussion, conversation, 

talk, exchange of views, discourse. 

 battlefield (noun) – battleground, theatre, 

arena of war. 

 relentless (adjective) – continuing, constant, 

continuous, non-stop, unabating, unceasing. 

 campaign (noun) – military operation, 

manoeuvre, battle plan. 

 territory (noun) – sphere, arena, domain. 

 abdication (noun) – disowning, rejection, 

refusal/avoidance, abandonment. 

 invade (verb) – occupy, conquer, capture, 

seize, take over. 

 finding (noun) – conclusion, result; decision. 

 settlement (noun) – agreement, deal, 

arrangement; resolution, solution. 

 keep/put pressure on (phrase) – to try to 

influence/persuade someone to do 

something in a certain method. 

 extract (verb) – obtain, get, take. 

 concession (noun) – compromise, 

adjustment. 

 strike a deal/bargain (phrase) – to come to 

an agreement. 

 much more (phrase) – a lot more. 

 on the ground (phrase) – in a situation/place 

where things are happening really/practically. 

 revive (verb) – restore, revitalize, renew, 

bring back. 

 pullout (noun) – departure, withdrawal, 

retreat, disengagement, exit. 

 negotiate (verb) – discuss terms, hold talks, 

discuss a settlement, talk, try to reach a 

compromise. 

 takeover (noun) – gaining of control, change 

of ownership. 

 serve (verb) – be of use to, help, give help to, 

assist, give assistance to. 

 interests (noun) – concern, benefit, 

advantage. 

 legitimacy (noun) – legality, validity, 

lawfulness. 

 regime (noun) – system/government. 

 stabilise (verb) – reinforce, fortify, 

strengthen, secure, make stronger. 

 sustain (verb) – continue, support, underpin, 

bolster up. 

 in the long term (phrase) – over a long period 

of time; in the future. 

 invading (adjective) – occupying, capturing, 

seizing. 

 warring (adjective) – opposing, conflicting, 

clashing, fighting. 

 lasting (adjective) – long-lasting, continuing, 

persisting, enduring, permanent. 
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